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DearrL_i ~

This is in referenceto your
provisionsof title 10 of the

application for correctionof yournaval record pursuantto the
United StatesCode, section1552.

A three-memberpanelof the Board for Correctionof Naval Records,sitting in executive
session,consideredyourapplicationon 29 July 1999. Your allegationsof errorandinjustice
were reviewedin accordancewith administrativeregulationsand proceduresapplicableto the
proceedingsof this Board. Documentarymaterial consideredby theBoard consistedof your
application,togetherwith all materialsubmittedin support thereof,yournaval recordand
applicablestatutes,regulationsand policies.

After careful andconscientiousconsiderationof theentire record, theBoard found that the
evidencesubmittedwasinsufficient to establishthe existenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

TheBoard rejectedyourcontentionsto theeffect that you neversufferedfrom epilepsy,had
not had any seizuresor requiredanticonvulsantmedicationsincethe 1960s . In this regard,
it notedthat you appliedfor increaseddisability benefitsfrom theVeteransAdministrationon
30 October1979. In supportof yourclaim, you submittedevidencewhich indicatesyou
were hospitalizedin 1978 becauseof uncontrolledseizures,and statedthat you had taken
Dilantin andphenobarbitalsince 1961. Whenexaminedby a VA physicianon 15 February
1980, you claimedthat you were having two to threeseizuresper month,and you reported
symptomsof typical grandmal seizures. As a resultof thosereports,yourVA disability
rating wasincreased. The Board did not acceptyourdoctor’s statementto theeffect that
you sufferedfrom fainting spells ratherthanepileptic seizures,becausehis conclusionwas
basedin largepart on apparentlyfalseinformationwhich you providedhim. Accordingly,
yourapplicationhasbeendenied. The namesand votesof the membersof the panelwill be
furnishedupon request.

It is regrettedthat thecircumstancesof yourcasearesuchthat favorableaction cannotbe



regard,it is importantto keepin mind that a presumptionof regularityattachesto all official
records. Consequently,whenapplying for a correctionof an official naval record, the
burden is on the applicantto demonstratetheexistenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
ExecutiveDirector


